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Arriving at Dublin Airport 

- 
Dublin is the nearest Airport to The Curragh, and flights from all 

over the world are available year round. If you arrive at Dublin 

Airport (and if you have booked airport transfers directly with us) 

our driver will meet you at the Meeting Point in the Arrivals 

Hall.  
 

If you have not booked our airport transfer service you can  

easily obtain taxis from outside the terminal building. Taxi costs 

to the K Club will be approximately û70 each way and should 

take on average 40 minutes, longer between our rush hour  

periods of between 8am and 10am and 4pm and 7pm. 

Arriving as a Group 

- 
Taxis in Ireland will usually take a maximum of 4 passengers per 

journey, there are some 8 seater taxis available but are few and 

far between. If you are travelling with over 4 people together 

our recommendation is that you pre-book airport transfers with 

us. Pre-booked charges vary according to the size of the group 

but start at û120 each way for up to 8 passengers.  

 

Other Transport Options 

- 
By Coach 

There are several coach operators who depart from each Dublin 

Airport Terminal to Maynooth, the nearest drop off location to 

The K Club. From the coach stop it is a good 30 minute walk to 

the hotel. Journey time is approximately 40 minutes. 

 

By Rail 

There are no direct rail links to Dublin Airport. If you wish to 

travel by rail you need to take a bus from the Airport terminal 

to Heuston Station and take the train to Maynooth Station. 

Then by local taxi to the K Club Hotel (approximately û30 each 

way).  

 

Our Advice 

A taxi or pre-booked transfer service is by far you best option, as 

a group it also can be far cheaper per guest than attempting 

public transport. Youõll arrive refreshed and in the shortest time 

possible.  

Getting Here 
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5* The K Club 

- 
Situated on the banks of the River Liffey in Straffan, Co.Kildare, 

a long standing member of Preferred Hotels & Resorts offers 

the very best of pampering, leisure and golf facilities, is only 30 

minutes from Dublin and is Irelandõs first AA Five Red Star 

Property. 

The spacious guest rooms are sumptuously furnished with  

extensive facilities included in your stay. The mature estate  

covers an impressive 550 acres and also features a stunning 

Victorian walled garden and fishing on the River Liffey.  

The wonderful venue for the 2006 Ryder Cup boasts two of the 

finest golf courses in Ireland, Horse riding and clay pigeon 

shooting are also available along with a range of different 

country pursuits. 

 

A Racegoerõs Mecca 

- 
Race & Stay have booked several rooms for this weekend so 

most of the guests will be there for the racing and craic that 

Champions Weekend has to offer. Why not join in the fun,  

exchange good and bad luck stories at the bar after racing and 

meet friends old and new.  

At Your Service 

- 
Race & Stay staff will be located each day at both racecourses 

and are there to help you with any queries you may have and 

to make sure you depart and return safely from the races.  
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Welcome 

- 
Thank you for booking your Irish Champions Weekend package 

with us, we do appreciate your business and we look forward to 

meeting you over the weekend.  

 

The information contained in this brochure is intended to give 

details on all of the dayõs and events even though only some 

may apply to you directly. Please do read on and let us know if 

we can be of further assistance to you.  

 

About The Curragh 

- 
The Curragh Racecourse is located in the òHorse Countyó of  

Kildare, one of the worldõs foremost racing and breeding areas. 

Steeped in racing history from the early 17th century and  

located on a grassy plain approximately 50km from Dublin and 

well connected with Motorway links to the rest of the Country.  

 

The Curragh runs all 5 classic races throughout the season 

starting in late May with the Irish Guineas Weekend, late June 

for the Irish Derby Festival, midð July for the Irish Oaks and  

early September for the Irish St Leger, now part of the fabulous 

Longines Irish Champions Weekend. Aside from the òclassicsó 

the Curragh also runs on 13 other race days often featuring 

high class group racing with some of the best international 

horses and jockeys taking part. 

The Curragh 

Curragh Hospitality 

- 
We have now said farewell to the old Curragh grandstands and 

whilst we are undergoing rebuilding we have fabulous new 

temporary facilities available for our guests which will be in 

place until our new grandstand is completed in late 2018. 

Please do not let this deter you from visiting, the temporary  

facilities are of the highest quality and afford you excellent  

restaurant, viewing and betting areas, in some cases better than 

the old grandstands did! 
  

Fabulous food, excellent service and a comfortable and enjoya-

ble location to enjoy the best of Irish Hospitality on your visit. 
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About Leopardstown 

- 
Leopardstown Racecourse is located in the foothills of the  

Dublin mountains a few miles from the city centre and is  

considered to be one of the finest racetracks in the world.  

 

The Qipco Irish Champion Stakes is part of and the feature race 

on Irish Champions weekend Saturday and has recently been 

voted the most important flat races to be run anywhere in the 

world.  

Leopardstown 

Leopardstown Hospitality 

- 
Our hospitality packages at Leopardstown are in the marvellous 

Pavilion Restaurant ideally located on the home bend with 

great viewing as the horses thunder past at maximum effort.  

A sumptuous 4 course buffet lunch awaits you in executive  

surroundings with excellent service provided by their team of 

waiting staff.  



Race & Stay  Race Day Itinerary 

Leopardstown 15th September 

- 
Leopardstown Racecourse is located in the foothills of the Dublin  

mountains a few miles from the city centre and is considered to be 

one of the finest racetracks in the world. The Qipco Irish Champion 

Stakes is the most important flat races to be run anywhere in the 

world. 
 

Itinerary 

Please go to the HOTEL LOBBY 10 minutes before the departure 

time, one of our staff will be arranging your transport for you. 

Transport Departs outside the front of the Hotel at  12.45pmñ

Arrives at Leopardstown at 1.45pm 

 

15.30 - Ballylinch Stud EBF Fillies Maiden 

16:00 - Willis Towers Watson Champion Juvenile Stakes (Group 3) 

16:35 - Irish Stallion Farms EBF ôPetingoõ Handicap 

17:05 - KPMG Enterprise Stakes (Group 3) 

17:35 - Coolmore Fastnet Rock Matron Stakes (Group 1) 

18:10 - Clipper Logistics Boomerang Stakes (Group 2) 

18.45 - QIPCO Irish Champion Stakes (Group 1) 

19:20 - Irish Stallion Farms EBF ôSovereign Pathõ Handicap 

 

Return Transport Departs Leopardstown Main Entrance at 8pm 

Arrives back at the Hotel at 9pm 

Curragh 16th September 

- 
The Curragh Racecourse, usually referred to as simply The  

Curragh, is Ireland's most important thoroughbred racecourse, 

staging all 5 classic races. It is situated on the Curragh plain in 

County Kildare, between the towns of Newbridge and Kildare. Ap-

proximately 50kms from Dublin.  

Itinerary 

Please go to the HOTEL LOBBY 10 minutes before the departure 

time, one of our staff will be arranging your transport for you. 

Transport Departs outside the front of the Hotel at  12pmñ

Arrives at The Curragh at 12.30pm 

 

14:00 - EBF Bold Lad Premier Handicap  

14:35 - Moyglare òJewelsó Blandford Stakes (Group 2) 

15:05 - Derrinstown Stud Flying Five (Group 2) 

15:40 - Moyglare Stud Stakes (Group 1) 

16:15 - Goffs Vincent OõBrien National Stakes (Group 1) 

16:50 - The Comer Group International Irish St. Leger (Group 1) 

17:25 - Tattersalls Ireland Super Auction Sales Stakes 

17:55 - EBF Northfields Premier Handicap 

 

Return Transport Departs The Curragh at 7pm 

Arrives back at the Hotel at 7.30pm 
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Our Transport 

- 
We pride ourselves in only using the most professional  transport  

operators available who will provide you with a safe and enjoyable  

journey to and from the Racecourses. Our luxury coaches all have 

air conditioning, fitted seatbelts, and on board wi-fi, and are very  

comfortable to travel in. 

Please help us and reduce delays for all guests by ensuring that you 

are ready to travel at these times.  

 

Arriving at the Racecourse 

- 
Our staff are there on hand at each racecourse and when you ar-

rive our coaches will drop you as close as possible to the main  

Entrance. In inclement weather please do bring an umbrella with 

you.   

 

Entry to the Racecourses 
Our Race & Stay staff have all of your required tickets and we will 

do our best to get you through the turnstiles as quickly as  

possible.  

 

Ticket Only Guests 
If you have purchased tickets only you will be admitted and are 

then free to wander around and explore the course at your leisure.  

Hospitality Guests 

- 
Some hospitality guests will need to have a wristband to enter and 

re-enter the hospitality area booked throughout the day, if they 

are required these will be provided on departure from the Hotel 

for you. Race cards are provided by us and will be on your tables 

for you. The Ma´tre D will escort you to your table If you have any 

food allergies or are in any way uncertain about any menu 

item please do make this known to your server on the day.  

 

The food and service  at both Racecourses is excellent, however, 

Classic race days in particular will be extremely busy so your  

patience is appreciated as the staff do their very best to look after 

all of our guests. The seats you have been allocated are yours for 

the day so please do go explore the course and many events that 

surround this weekend.  

 

Leopardstown Hospitality 
We have booked the Pavilion Restaurant at Leopardstown and 

your package will include: admission, reserved seats for the day on 

our exclusive tables of 10 guests, a buffet lunch, race programme, 

and a mini afternoon tea. 

 

Curragh  Hospitality 
We have booked the Champions Terrace Restaurant at The  

Curragh and your package will include: admission, reserved seats 

for the day on our exclusive tables of 10 guests, buffet lunch, race 

programme, mini afternoon tea.  
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Guest Information 
Thoroughbred Trail 

- 
The Curragh Thoroughbred Trail takes place before racing on Sunday morning, on day two of Longines Irish Champions Weekend. This unique 

event allows racing fans to  go behind the scenes at many of the leading training yards, stud farms and world-class equine hospitals based on the 

famous Curragh plains. Registration opens at 8.30am at the racecourse where complimentary light refreshments will be served.  

All trails will depart from the racecourse at 9.30am sharp and you can view and book the trail of your choice. (Subject to availability) 

Trail 1 - D K Weld + Alan Fleming   

Trail 2 - Michael OõCallaghan + Dick Brabazon + RACE/Farrier School  

Trail 3 - Adrian Keatley + Ken Condon + Robbie McNamara  

Trail 4 - Kildangan Stud + Michael Halford  

Trail 5 - Johnny Murtagh + Darren Bunyan + Angelsey Lodge Equine Hospital  

Trail 6 - Willie McCreery + John Feane + Brendan Duke  

Trail 7 - Michael Halford + Kildangan Stud  

Trail 8 - John Feane + Eddie Harty + Tracy Collins  

Trail 9 - John Oxx + Irish National Stud + Sycamore Lodge Equine Hospital 

 

You must PRE-BOOK your places with us before travelling and the cost on any trail is 

û20pp and FREE return transport is included with your package .  

Our transport departs the Hotel at 8am and will not return until after  

racing finishes.  

 

Please note that some trails sell out quickly and you are advised to book as early as 

possible.  

Thoroughbred Trail 
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What to Wear at the Races 

- 
There is no formal dress code but especially on big race days like  

Champions weekend guests do dress for the occasion. Ladies tend to 

wear dresses with hats. Gentlemen wear suits or slacks with a collared 

shirt and jacket. Top hats and morning suits are not at all necessary.  

You are very welcome to dress how you feel most comfortable and the 

wearing of ties and hats is by no means compulsory.  

The choice is yours how you dress for the day, and of course the weather.  

 

For Ladies 

Wear what is appropriate for the weather, what you feel most comfortable 

in and also what is suitable for the environment you are booked for.  

Hospitality guests usually dress up for the occasion, Ticket only guests 

tend to be less formal in their choice of outfit. 

 

Gentlemen 

Again wear what is most appropriate for the weather, you cant go wrong 

with a good suit or quality slacks, collared shirt and tailored jacket.  

No T shirts or sportswear, smart casual is generally the rule. 

 

Racing is a long day out and good shoes are important. Ladies, those nice 

looking trendy killer heels may end up being your worst enemy at the end 

of the day. Gents, a good pair of comfortable shoes is a godsend.  

 

Our advice is to have a glam day out and go for it !!!  Donõt forget to bring 

an umbrella if its raining 

What to Wear 
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Currency Exchange and Banking 
There are ATM machines at the racecourses but they are always 

busy on big Race Days. Restaurants and Bars do take Cash, Visa, 

MasterCard and Visa Debit cards for any transaction if required.  

We do not accept American Express or Diners Cards in any area.  
 

Our advice is to ensure that you have enough Euroõs before you ar-

rive and to only use the ATMõs if you have to.  
 

Betting On Course 
There are two betting options in Ireland, The Tote and Bookmak-

ers. The Tote is pool betting similar to the USA and other EU 

counties. Tote staff will come around your tables and be available 

in various locations on course throughout the afternoon to take 

your bets and hopefully pay out as well !!  Bookmakers offer bets 

according to the price shown at the time of the bet. The betting 

ring (as its called) is a fast paced, lively and fun place and book-

makers often vary in the odds they offer so do shop around for 

the best value.  
 

We are Here to Help 
Race & Stay staff are in attendance at racecourses. 

 

We are here to help you enjoy the best racing trip possible.  

If you have any questions about this document or your package 

please do contact us before you depart at:  

 

Email: info@curraghhospitality.com  

Telephone: +353 87 708 9685 

 

Thank You 

- 
We are delighted you have booked your racing package with us, 

we are sure you will enjoy the best flat racing in Ireland, on the 

hallowed turf of two of the Worldõs best racecourses.  

 

We look forward to meeting you at Leopardstown and The  

Curragh. If we can help you in any way whilst you are with us 

please do call us, or ask a Race & Stay staff member, we will do all 

we can to make your stay and day or days at the races memorable 

ones.  
 

C®ad m²le f§ilte 
One hundred thousand welcomes, to Ireland, The K Club and of 

course Longines Irish Champions Weekend .  

WELCOME  

Thank You 


